
1

FBY NEWSLETTER
February 2007

“FOUR BILLION YEARS AND COUNTING:
CANADA’S GEOLOGICAL HERITAGE”

A community project to produce a popular book on the
geology of Canada

The Latest
Winter has finally arrived in the East and Spring is probably

threatening in the Far West, so things are unfolding as they should.  And
if the FBY project is unfolding as it should, the pitter-patter of new
manuscript drafts should be reaching the Editorial Board by the end of the
month ... many thanks to the efforts of text co-ordinators and contributors
(listed herein) so far.  As reports in this Newsletter will show, several
committees and initiatives within the project have been progressing over
the last six weeks.  A Graphics Committee has been struck under the
leadership of John Clague, and the Publication and Funding committees,
under Jennifer Bates and Graham Williams respectively have been
moving ahead.  Plans for the French edition, under the leadership of
Aïcha Achab are beginning to come together.  Jim Monger has been
compiling an events chart that will help provide a framework for the
time-slice chapters, while David Corrigan has been coordinating the

Precambrian contribution. Rob Fensome has been working on the growing image collection (our
smørgasbord), with thanks to all who have submitted material.  And the broader Canadian
contribution of International Year of Planet Earth, of which FBY is part, is beginning to take
shape, as readers will learn from Godfrey Nowlan’s contribution to this Newsletter.  Thus a lot is
happening, and the Editorial Board greatly appreciates the broad support and enthusiasm from
the geoscience and education communities ... and beyond.  Many thanks.  We hope you enjoy
this Newsletter.  Feedback is welcome.

(Aïcha Achab, John Clague, David Corrigan, Rob Fensome, Jim Monger,
Godfrey Nowlan and Graham Williams)

“Regional” coordinator John Storer (second from left)
is shown here at an FBY meeting in Vancouver last
October, sandwiched between Editorial Board members
Graham Williams (far left), Godfrey Nowlan (second
from left) and Jim Monger (far right).  © Rob Fensome.

(IYPE logo courtesy of the International Union of Geological Sciences)
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International Year of Planet Earth
The International Year of Planet Earth (IYPE), declared for 2008 by the United Nations,

is an ambitious program designed to foster outreach and research activities, the purpose being to
raise worldwide public and political awareness of the vast (but often under-used) potential of
Earth Sciences for improving the quality of life and safeguarding the planet. The aim is
encapsulated in the Year’s tagline “Earth Sciences for Society”. Its desired outcomes are raising
public awareness and enhancing research, in both less developed countries (LDCs) and
developed nations, with all the attendant capacity building this will entail.

IYPE is sponsored by the International Union of Geological Sciences and UNESCO.
There is an international secretariat based in Norway, but the bulk of the effort will be made by
national committees, more than 30 of which have been established so far. John Boyd of Calgary
is Chair of Canada’s National Committee (CNC). Others are being added to the committee and
an initial request for projects has been responded to by individuals affiliated to the Canadian
Geoscience Education Network (CGEN). Another request for ideas will be going out to all
Canadian societies through the new Canadian Federation of Earth Sciences (CAFÉ).

Our book project, Four Billion Years and Counting will be part of the Canadian effort,
for which fund-raising will begin in April 2007 once a full “menu” of projects has been
assembled by CNC

Submitted by Godfrey Nowlan.

An “Events Catalog”
The authors contributing to “time-slice” Chapters 9-14 were asked to contribute lists of

the ages of geological and paleontological events in their regions that they considered to be
significant. The lists were compiled and correlated by age in an attempt to show significant “pan-
Canadian” events that can be used by the coordinating editor of each time-slice chapter to link
the very disparate geological records in the different geological provinces of Canada. Three
events stand out, the youngest of which has been recognized for several decades: as the Atlantic
Ocean started to spread rapidly off the eastern side of the continent in the Middle Jurassic, so
Cordilleran mountain-building started on its western side. In a second event, the Middle
Devonian Neoacadian orogeny in the Appalachians was initiated at the same time as onset of the
Ellesmerian orogeny in the Arctic and transition from passive to active plate boundary along the
pre-Cordilleran margin. And thirdly, Laurentia (North America plus Greenland) became a
discrete continent in late Early Cambrian time, to be surrounded, for a geologically brief interval,
by a passive margin.

Submitted by Jim Monger

<<< >>> 
As Fundy and Atlantic
basins stretched in the
east, the Cordillera
were crunched in the
west. Both images ©
Rob Fensome.




