The WHERE Challenge
I have something that everyone uses but is disappearing by the dozen.  It comes from all over the world and everyone watches it disappear.  We use it every day but we will run out eventually.  Can you guess what it is?  It's a pencil!  If you think, "impossible", you are wrong.  If you look past the wood, what is there?  A non-renewable resource.  The number one ingredient is a non-renewable resource called mineral graphite.
Other ingredients to make a pencil are: water, fine clay, incense cedar, a brass ring, varnish, the eraser, certain chemicals and wax.  Some people thought pencils contained the mineral lead, so they named it the lead pencil, but as you might know, lead is dangerous to human health.  The reason they put wax in is so the pencil will write smoothly.  The English made the first graphite pencils in the mid-1500's.  Then in the 1650's the Germans enclosed the graphite pencils in a wooden case.  They were the first people to do this.  

Some of the first pencils were used by carpenters and inventors.  One of the first pencils made in France in the year 1795, was by a  person named Nicolas Conte' who developed a way to make pencils, that we have used ever since.  He put together powdered graphite and fine clay to make his pencils.  

Graphite is a blackish silver carbon, that is found in a lot of countries.  The place where graphite was first discovered was in Borrowdale, England during the 16th. century.  According to U.S. Geological Survey  (Minerals Resources Program), graphite is found in almost 20 different countries, and Canada is in the top 5, producing 28,000 metric tons in 2006.  The highest producer in 2006 was China with 720,000 metric tons, followed by India, Brazil and Korea. 

Graphite is a very important ingredient, not just to pencils, but to the world.  Because graphite is non-renewable, once it's gone, it's gone. People might think we have a lot right now, because it is true, but eventually, POOF, it will be gone. That goes the same with all the non-renewable resources, we will soon run out.  But you might say, "I won't use pencils."  Well the reason pencils are number one in selling, is because you can erase with a pencil.  Another reason to save graphite is for different shades of pencils.  You can't get different shades in pens, most markers, most paints, and not even in crayons. In the world, over 14 billion pencils are produced in one year!  That sounds pretty  important to me, and  that's why we should save graphite.
We take a lot of things for granted that we use every day, but are disappearing before our eyes.  Stuff that when it is gone, it is gone.  We will miss having these natural resources that make up our natural everyday items,  but none as much as the pencil.
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